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Weekly PPG Update 20.3.26

1. Ageing Without Children survey 

Our Dorset Council colleague Nick Harper (Armed Forces Programme Coordinator) has asked us to share this survey on behalf of Ageing Without Children Dorset; although it is a national survey it’s an opportunity to gain valuable insight if we can encourage responses specifically from Dorset.
 
Ageing Without Children Survey 2026  - Ageing Without Children AWOC

1. Maternal Mental Health – new podcast available

Episode 5 of the 'Speaking of Women's Health' Podcast 'Compassionate Maternal Mental Health Services' with Dorset’s Head of Perinatal Services, Jagoda Banovic and MMHS Consultant Clinical Psychologist, Dr Joanna Yilmaz is out now. Jagoda Banovic and Dr. Joanna Yilmaz reveal the challenges and triumphs of advancing women’s maternal mental health services in Dorset. We spotlight compassionate leadership, innovative support, and collaboration driving positive change for women and families.

1. Volunteer recruitment initiative

Please find attached two posters outlining recruitment by St John Ambulance, for Emergency Responder and Community First Aider roles.

1. We’re stronger together – Dorset VCS Partnership Event

Join Volunteer Centre Dorset on 14 May 2026 for this year’s biggest collaborative event – bringing together voluntary and community groups and organisations from across Dorset, alongside partners from Dorset Council and the NHS.
This event is an opportunity for organisations of all sizes to connect, share experiences, and build relationships across sectors. Together, we’ll explore how we can better understand each other’s work, strengthen partnerships, and identify new ways to collaborate to support communities across Dorset.

Whether you’re a small community group, a large charity, or already a partner organisation, this event will provide valuable opportunities to network, learn from others, and shape stronger cross-sector working in Dorset.
It will be a day of:
1. Keynote speakers from Dorset Council & NHS leadership
1. VCS group presentations
1. VCS marketplace stands
1. Networking and connection
During your registration, if you’re a grassroots VCS organisation, there is an opportunity to register your interest to do a short presentation about what you do, and any VCS can host a table with information. So come along, make new connections, and be part of building a more joined-up approach to support people living in Dorset’s communities.

Volunteer Centre Dorset - We’re Stronger Together: Dorset VCS Partnership Event - 14 May 2026


1. Dorset Council Home Habitats – final push
The team has had a fantastic response to the campaign to date. Highlights include:
1. Over 1,400 interactions with the Homewise energy advice tool
1. Over 115,000 views of our campaign videos 
1. Over 4,200 visits to our home energy advice webpages
With two weeks left until the campaign finishes on 31 March, we’d really appreciate one final push with your contacts if possible. All the campaign resources are available here: Home Habitats campaign assets . These include social media graphics and template text, video screen graphics and other materials that can be shared directly with your audiences. If there is anything else you need please contact katie.dawes@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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